
Dear Mr. Lane: 

October 7 ,  4998 

RE: MUR4716 
Dick Lane for Congress Committee; 
Dick Lane, as Treasurer 

Tie Commission may QT may not approve -;he Genemi Counsel's recommendation. 
Submitted for your review is B biiefstat.ing the position ofthe General Cowsel on the legal and 
factual issues ofilne case. Within 15 days of YCJW receipt ofthis notice, you may file with the 
Secxsta-y sfthe Commission a. Lxief@en copies ifpossible) stating your psition on the issues 
and replying to the brief of the Chmzil Comsd. (Three copies of such brief should also be 
forwarded to the Office of the Geaeral Counsel, if possible.) l k  General C Q W ~ ~ I S  brief and 
m y  brief which you may submit will be considered by eke Commission before proceeding to a 
vek ofwbetlser there is probable cause to believe a violation has occurred. 

I f p ~  are unable to file a responsive brief within 15 days, you may submit a written 
request for 311 exterisiunr of time. Ali requests for extensions of time must be smbmirred in witing 
five days prior to thc due date., and g a d  cause arlnsi be dem~nstr&~l. In addition, the Office of 
the GeneraS Connsel ordinarily will slot giw extensions beyond 30 days. 



. 

.//" Eawence: M. Noble 
i, I ," General. Comssl 

Dick hmr 
RtllR 4711 
?age 2 



In the Matter of r! 

Dick Erne for Congress Committee, and 1 
Dick L a x  as Treasurer 1 

MUR 47 i 6 

I. STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

This matter was generated based on infomation ascertained by the Federal Election 

Conmission (“the Commission”) in the normal course of canying out its super~i~0i-y 

respxnsibilitles. See 2 U.S.C. 5 437g{a)jZ). \On February 3,  1998, &he Commission faund reason 

to believe thh~;n the Dick Lane for Congress Committee (“Corninittee”) and Dick Lane, as 

treasurer (“Respondenats”) violated 2 U.S.C. $ 4 3 4  (a)f2)jA)(i) mQ (E) by failing to file timely 

November 5, 3 996. This hdef sets forth the General Counsel’s position on the factual and legal 

issues in this matter and the recornendation that there is probable cause to believe a violation 

has accui~ed. Se~eti 11 C.F.R. 5 11 l.l6(a). 

11- 1__- AN ALPiSE s 

The Federal Eiection Cmpaign Act of I94 1, its mended, (“the Act”) requires treasurers 

o f  palitical conrrnittees to file periodic reports of receipts anid disbursements. 2 U.S.C. 0 434(a). 

In m y  calendar yew in which a regulady schcduled election is held, principal campaign 

committees of candidates for federal office must file quarterfy reports no later than the f 5th day 

after the last day ~ f e ~ h  calendar quarter, which shall be complete as offhe last day ofeach 

calendar quarter. 2. U.S.C. 5 434{a>(Z)(Aj(ilij. In 213 election year, such committees must also 

tile pre-clec!ion reports for the primary and geiiera.1 election no later than 12 days before any 
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primary and genemi election. wliich shall be complete as ofthe 20th day before such election. 

2 'U.S.C. 4,34(a)f2)(A)(i). 

The Dick Lane for Congress Committee is zp political conunittee within the meaning of 

2 U.S.C. 5 431(4) and was the aiathorizc-d p ~ ~ n c ~ ~ ~  campaign committee for Dick Lane's 1996 

c o n ~ s s i o n a !  campaign. Dick Lane is tihe breasurer ofthe Dick Lane for Congress Committee. 

P m m t  to tk Act; Respondents were required to file their 1996 October Quarterly 

Repa by October 15, 19%. 2 U.S.C. 8 434(a)(2)(A](iii). hqmpldents filed their October 

Quarlcrly Report on November 6, 1996,22 days after the required date. That report disclosed 

receipts totaling $8,125.00 arid d~sbursemenLs totalkg $14,31133 duPing the applicable period. 

Pwsumt to the Act, Kcspandents were also required SO file their 1996 12 Day Pre- 

~enerrar RejmrC by October 24, IY%. 2 

Day P~e-Ceaae~l Report. on November 6,  1996,13 days afier the required date. That report 

disclosed receipts totaling $2,270.00 and disbursements totaling $19,603.89 during the 

applimbk period. 

5 ~ ~ 4 ~ a ~ ~ 2 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ) .  &xpndents filed their 12 

Although the Respoiidents admit they failed to file timely their October Quarterly and 12 

Day Pre-GsneaS reports, they contend that the failure. was inadvertent because Mr. Lane was 

very busy, had mo paid staE, and acted as his o w  treasurer. Respondents also argue that the late 

filings were inconsequential because Mr. Lane received littie financial suppart arid paid two- 

thirds of his campaign expenses. 

Respar;dents' contention that the late filing was nnin$eiationn1 docs not relieve them of 

responsibility in this matter. Moieover, the late reports were zmt filed until November 6, 1996. 

which 'was after election day. 'l'hus. the: informatlor. about {he Respondents' contributions and 
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expenditures was not made public via FEC disclosure reports until after &e election, depriving 

the public ofthe information. 

For the foregoing reasons, this OPXice recommends that ttae Comnissiona find that there is 

probable czuse to believe that the Dick Lane for Congress Conmitttee and Dick Lane, as 

trmswx, violated 2 Ij.S.C. 5 434(a]i(2)(A)(i) muad (iii) by failing to file timely their 1996 October 

Quarterly and I2 Day Pre-General repoets within the required time period. 

111. GENERAL COUNSEL'S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ E ~ ~ A ~  

Find prabab!e cause to believe that Dick h e  for Congress Cmmittee uid Dick Lane as 
treasurer9 violated 2 U.S.C. 8 434(a)(2)(A)(i) and (iii). 


